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Abstract
Although an official definition by the World Health Organization (WHO) or any other authority is currently 
lacking,  hospital detention practices (HDP) can be described as: “refusing release of either living patients after 
medical discharge is clinically indicated or refusing release of bodies of deceased patients if families are unable 
to pay their hospital bills.” Reports of HDP are very scarce and lack consistent terminology. Consequently, the 
problem’s scale is unknown. This study aimed to find evidence of HDP worldwide, explore characteristics of 
HDP reports, and compare countries with or without reports. PubMed and Google were examined for relevant 
English, Spanish, and French publications up to January 2019. Of 195 countries, HDP reports were found in 
46 countries (24%) in Africa, Asia, South-America, Europe, and North-America. Most reports were published 
by journalists in newspapers. In most countries reports concern living adults and children who are imprisoned 
in public hospitals. A majority (52%) of reports were of individuals detained for at least a month. Almost all 
countries, with or without HDP reports, have signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Countries with 
reported HDP have larger population size (P < .001), worse Corruption Perception Index score (P = .025), higher 
out-of-pocket expenditure (P = .024), lower Universal Health Coverage Index score (P = .015),  and worse Press 
Freedom Index score (P = .012). We conclude that HDP are more widespread than currently acknowledged. 
Urgent intervention by stakeholders is required to stop HDP. 
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Hospital Detention Practices
Although an official definition by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) or any other authority is currently 
lacking, hospital detention practices (HDP) can be described 
as: “refusing release of either living patients after medical 
discharge is clinically indicated or refusing release of bodies 
of deceased patients if families are unable to pay their hospital 
bills.”1 It concerns children and adults with both acute 
conditions (fi, victims of road accidents, mothers with delivery 
complications) or chronic diseases (fi, patients with cancer, 
HIV/AIDS).1,2 Patients can be detained inside hospitals for 
months receiving substandard medical care. HDP accentuate 
hospital overcrowding and infection risk. Sometimes patients 
are deserted inside hospitals by their families, and unclaimed 
corpses discarded in anonymous graves.2-7
Detention of patients infringe numerous international 
human rights.2,8-12 The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights consists of 30 articles which are elaborated in 9 core 
international human rights treaties.8,11 HDP violate, for 
instance, the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights which state that no person shall be detained arbitrarily, 
every person has the right to liberty and security of person, 
no person shall be detained for non-payment of a debt, 
and that no person shall be imprisoned under unworthy 
inhumane conditions like crowded places with scarce 
food.2,6,8,12 HDP also violate the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights which acknowledges 
the right of every person to social security, including social 
insurance, to protect people who cannot pay for required 
medical treatment.2,6,8,12 In addition, the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child is violated, which states that no child 
shall be separated from parents against their will, and that no 
child can be withheld from healthcare services, especially to 
reduce child mortality.2,6,8,12 The United Nations (UN) have 
installed both treaty-based as well as charter-based bodies 
that should monitor human rights compliance and violations 
by its member states. All 9 core international human rights 
treaties have a special committee of independent experts 
that should check its implementation (treaty-based bodies). 
Special Rapporteurs or Working Groups are appointed 
to address either specific country situations or thematic 
issues worldwide (charter-based bodies).11 Despite the clear 
violation of human rights involved, the UN has been reluctant 
to seriously address HDP.2,5,6,8 
Reports of HDP are very scarce, particularly in medical 
science.9 Because HDP are often illegal and denied by 
governments, official figures are absent. Without prevalence 
studies, most accounts derive from anecdotal or single hospital 
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reports.10 In addition, reports lack consistent terminology to 
allow systematic review.1 Therefore the extent and impact of 
HDP is unkown, but may be more widespread than currently 
reported.1,9,10
Mini Review
The aims of this study are to find evidence of HDP worldwide, 
to explore characteristics of HDP reports, and to compare 
countries with or without HDP reports. 
In this restropective descriptive, exploratory study the 
search for evidence of HDP was conducted in three languages: 
English, Spanish and French. We searched PubMed and 
Google for relevant publications up to January 31, 2019 with 
the search terms: (“hospital detention” and “patient hostage”) 
OR (“retención en hospital” and “secuestro de paciente”) OR 
(“emprisonnement à l’hôpital” and “patient en otage”) AND 
(“name of country” or “continent”).
The following characteristics of HDP reports were 
investigated per country: source of evidence, language of 
report, used terminology, number of reports, year of most 
recent report, age of detained patients, type of hospital, 
condition of patients, and duration of detention. 
All countries over the world were included and divided 
into two groups: those with or without evidence of HDP. 
The following characteristics of countries were compared: 
signed Universal Declaration of Human Rights,11 ratified 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,12 World Bank 
Country Classification,13 population size,14 Corruption 
Perception Index,15 current health expenditure,16 out-of-
pocket expenditure,17,18 Universal Health Coverage Index,18-22 
and Press Freedom Index.23 
Frequency distribution and median were computed using 
SPSS version 22. Comparison of characteristics between 
countries with or without reports of HDP were analyzed 
using chi-square and Mann-Whitney U test. A two-sided P 
value of .05 or less was defined as statistically significant. 
Evidence of Hospital Detention Practices Worldwide
Of 195 countries,11 reports of HDP have been found in 46 
countries (24%). Figure and Table 1 show evidence of HDP per 
continent.2-4,6,7,24-120 HDP have most frequently been reported 
in Africa, Asia and South-America. Yet, accounts come from 
the European and North-American continent as well.
Characteristics of Hospital Detention Practices Reports
Of 46 countries with HDP evidence, reports were in: 
English (50%), both English and French (26%), Spanish 
(17%), both English and Spanish (4%), French (2%). Table 2 
presents characteristics of HDP reports. Most reports were 
published by journalists in newspapers. Although scientific 
papers reported HDP in 14 countries, it is noteworthy that 
presentation of actual research data on HDP came from only 2 
countries (Burundi and Kenya). The other 12 country reports 
in scientific papers concerned commentaries and no research 
articles. In most countries HDP reports concern living adults 
and children who are imprisoned in public hospitals for 
months. The used terminology in HDP reports has a wide 
range, including: imprisonment of impoverished patients, 
hospital debtor prisons, detention of insolvent patients, 
hospital hostage, deprivation of liberty, hostage corpse, and 
kidnapping.
Comparison of Countries With or Without HDP Reports
Table 3 compares characteristics between countries with 
or without reports of HDP.8-17 Almost all countries, with or 
without HDP reports, have signed the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights8 (respectively 100% versus 99% of countries), 
and ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child9 
(respectively 98% versus 97% of countries). Countries with 
reported HDP have a larger population size11 (P < .001), worse 
Corruption Perception Index score12 (P = .025), higher out-
of-pocket expenditure14,15 (P = .024), lower Universal Health 
Coverage Index15,16 (P = .015), and worse Press Freedom 
Index17 (P = .012).
Discourse
This study illustrates that the problem of HDP is more 
widespread than currently acknowledged by policy-makers, 
UN, WHO, international financial institutions, health 
organizations, and donor countries.1-3,5 Reports of HDP stem 
from 46 countries in Africa, Asia, South-America, Europe, 
and North-America. In most countries HDP reports concern 
Figure. Global Map of Reported HDP. Abbreviation: HDP, Hospital Detention Practices.
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living adults and children who are imprisoned in public 
hospitals for months. Countries with reported HDP have 
worse corruption, higher out-of-pocket expenses, and lower 
universal health coverage.
Evidence of HDP is hard to find.1,9,10 Reports were more 
often published by journalists in newspapers than by scientists 
in medical, legal or human rights literature. Countries with 
HDP reports had worse press freedom. This is of course no 
surprise as press freedom reflects the degree of pluralism, 
media independence, (self)censorship and transparency that 
journalists, scientists and citizens have to address and correct 
sensitive issues regarding government performance, such as 
HDP.23
It is disturbing that almost all countries with HDP reports 
have signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
ratified the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child.11,12 
Although HDP unequivocally violate numerous international 
human rights, the problem has received little or no attention 
from the UN. Neither from its committees of experts that 
should monitor the implementation of signed treaties, 
nor from its Special Rapporteurs and Working Groups.4,8,9 
Condemnation of HDP by this important institute however is 
imperative. Their treaty-based and charter-based monitoring 
bodies must start to investigate and report on HDP. 
HDP have numerous negative consequences. Among the 
general public, fear of detention may forestall or postpone 
seeking of conventional healthcare, and stimulate patients 
to attend traditional healers. This may lead to progressive 
or relapsed disease and unnecessary death.1,2,6,9 Hospital 
detention has a major psychological impact and is described 
by its victims as a traumatic experience. The financial effect 
of HDP is also profound. Hospital bills, that may accumulate 
with every extra day in detention, put significant economic 
pressure on the patient and their relatives.1,2,6 Commonly 
possessions that are important for their livelihood need to be 
sold, such as land, cattle or harvest. This pushes households 
deeper into longterm poverty.5,7
Our study underlines that HDP is associated with corruption, 
governmental mismanagement, dysfunctional healthcare 
Table 1. Reports of HDP Per Continent
Continent 
Countries With HDP Reports 
Names of Countries With HDP Reports*  
n/Total n (%)
South-America 7/12 countries (58%) Bolivia#,24-28 Chile,29 Colombia,30-32 Ecuador,33 Paraguay,34 Peru,35,36 Venezuela4 
Africa 15/54 countries (28%)
Benin,9,37-39, Burundi#,2,3,10,40,41 Cameroon#,42-46 Democratic Republic of Congo#,28,46-49 Equatorial 
Guinea,50 Gabon,51 Ghana#,10,46,52-54 Kenya#,55-59 Liberia,3,44,60,61 Nigeria#,46,62-65 Rwanda,66,67 Senegal,68 
South Africa,9,69 Uganda#,3,46,70-72 Zimbabwe# 3,46,73-75 
Asia 13/48 countries (27%)
Bangladesh,76,77 China,28,78-80 India#,81-85 Indonesia#,46,86-89 Iran,28,90 Lebanon,91,92 Malaysia,28,93 
Phillippines#,93-97 Saudi-Arabia,98,99 South-Korea,100 Thailand,28,101,102 Turkey,103,104 United Arab 
Emirates105
Europe 8/44 countries (18%) Bulgaria,
27,28,106 Czech Republic,27 Greece,107-109 Lithuania,28 Macedonia,110 Serbia,111 Slovakia,27 
Spain112
North-America 3/23 countries (13%) Dominican Republic,113,114 Guatemala,111,115 Mexico#116-120
Australia and Oceania 0/14 countries (0%) -
Total worldwide 46/195 countries (24%)  
Abbreviation: HDP, hospital detention practices.
* Maximum of 5 references are included per country; # Countries with more than 5 HDP reports.
Table 2. Characteristics of HDP Reports Per Country (n = 46)
Characteristics of HDP Reports Number Per 46 CountriesNo. (%)
Source of evidencea
Newspaper article 41 (89)
Scientific paper 14 (30)
Global health report 14 (30)
Human rights report 7 (15)
Personal online report 5 (11)
Documentary film 1 (2)
Private foundation report 1 (2)
Number of reports
1-3 reports 28 (61)
>3 reports 18 (39)
Year of most recent report
≤5 years ago 38 (83)
6-10 years agob 4 (9)
>10 years agoc 4 (9) 
Age of detained patients
Adult and child patients 21 (46)
Adult patients 17 (37)
Child patients 8 (17)
Type of hospital
Public hospital 19 (41)
Public and private hospital 8 (17)
Private hospital 6 (13)
Not specified 13 (28)
Condition of patients
Alive patients 31 (67)
Alive and deceased patients 13 (28)
Deceased patients 2 (4) 
Duration of detentiond
Months (>31 days) 24 (52)
Days (1-7 days) 9 (19)
Weeks (8-31 days) 2 (4)
Not specified 11 (24)
Abbreviation: HDP, hospital detention practices.
a One country can have various sources of evidence.
b Senegal, South-Korea, Colombia, Macedonia.
c Chile, Ecuador, Venezuela, Serbia.
d Note that reported duration of detention is skewed as newspaper articles 
are less likely to report on individuals detained for short periods, and if 
individuals are still detained the reported duration is actually the minimum 
period of detention.
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system structures, and inadequate financial protection from 
health costs.5,6 Table 3 shows that countries with HDP reports 
are troubled with worse corruption.15 Weak state leadership 
in these countries with often large populations results in 
bad government performance. The subsequent higher out-
of-pocket expenses in the health sector particularly inflict 
financial hardship for the poor. Health inequity remains when 
poor populations have limited access to medical care and risk 
to be detained inside hospitals if they cannot pay hospital 
bills.1-3,5,6 
We found that countries with HDP reports have lower 
levels of health coverage. Implementation of universal health 
insurance significantly improves a population’s access to 
medical services and health outcomes.7,20-22 It precludes 
patients to be pushed into prolonged poverty while paying 
healthcare out of their pockets.7,20-22 And it also prevents 
HDP.5 Universal health coverage hereby stimulates durable 
development, poverty reduction, economic growth and 
declines socio-economic inequalty.20-22 
This study was subject to several limitations beyond those 
already described. Only countries with English, Spanish or 
French reports of HDP were included, which implies that 
the 46 country accounts are likely an underrepresentation 
of the magnitude of the problem. HDP may occur in more 
countries, but are either solely reported in other languages or 
not reported at all. No country report therefore does not mean 
no presence of HDP. Further research into the prevalence of 
HDP across and within countries is required. 
Governmental healthcare policies in various continents of 
the world must change rigorously to stop HDP. More critical 
awareness of this problem is required among policy-makers. 
The WHO should start by providing an official definition 
of the phenomenon. Both the UN and WHO must publicly 
condemn HDP.1,2,6 The UN should erect a global monitoring 
framework to examine HDP in its member states. The WHO 
should publish health recommendations advising national 
governments not to detain patients inside their hospitals. 
Corruption in the public health sector needs to be addressed.5 
Implementation of universal healthcare coverage should 
be prioritized in low- and middle-income countries.6,7,20,21 
International financial institutions, health organizations, and 
donor countries need to enforce that aid is employed to end 
HDP and achieve universal health insurance.1,5,6 National 
governments must release all imprisoned patients, stop HDP, 
implement legislation to make HDP actionable by law, and 
realize universal health coverage.1,2,6 These arrangements will 
ameliorate equal accession to medical care for patients all over 
the world.
Acknowledgements
We are grateful for the support received from the Noord-Zuid 




Authors declare that they have no competing interests. 
Authors’ contributions
MNS, GJK, and SM conceptualized and designed the study. KH, TCS, MAW, 
and SM conceptualized and designed the data collection instruments. SM 
coordinated and supervised the data collection. KH, TCS, MAW, NR, and 
SM collected the data. KH and SM analyzed the data. All authors interpreted 
Table 3. Comparison of Characteristics Between Countries With or Without Reports of HDP
Country Characteristics 
Countries With HDP Reports Countries Without HDP Reports 
P 
(n = 46) (n = 149)
World Bank Country Classification
Low and middle-income countries 27% 73% .071a
High-income countries 15% 85%
Population sizec 21 392 076 (48 450 899: 10 674 723-54 841 552) 5 615 533 (18 672 924: 1 219 878-19 676 426) <.001b
Corruption Perception Index <50 82% 65% .025a
Current health expenditure (% of GDP)c 6.0 (4.0: 4.0-8.0) 6.0 (4.0: 5.0-9.0) .164b
Out-of-pocket expenditure (% of current 







Universal Health Coverage Index ≥80% 2% 16% .015a
Press Freedom Index   
 Very bad 11% 12% .012a
 Bad 46% 23%
 Problematic 28% 35%
 Fairly good 15% 18%
 Good 0% 12%
Abbreviation: HDP: hospital detention practices.
a Chi-square test; b Mann-Whitney U test; c Median (interquartile range: lower bounds 25%-upper bounds 75%).
Handayani et al
International Journal of Health Policy and Management, 2020, 9(8), 319–326 323
the data. KH drafted the initial manuscript. TCS, MAW, NR, MNS, GJK, and 
SM critically reviewed and revised the article. All authors approved the final 
manuscript as submitted. 
Authors’ affiliations
1Faculty of Medicine, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Dr. Sardjito Hospital, Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia. 2Amsterdam University Medical Center, VU University, Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands. 3Amsterdam Institute for Social Science Research, University 
of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 4Department of Oncology, 
Benjamin Bloom Hospital, San Salvador, El Salvador. 5Princess Máxima Center 
for Pediatric Oncology, Utrecht, The Netherlands.
References
1. Mostert S, Lam CG, Njuguna F, Patenaude AF, Kulkarni K, Salaverria 
C. Hospital detention practices: statement of a global taskforce. 
Lancet. 2015;386(9994):649. doi:10.1016/s0140-6736(15)61495-7
2. Human Rights Watch, Association for the Promotion of Human 
Rights and Detained Persons. A High Price to Pay: Detention of 
Poor Patients in Burundian Hospitals. http://hrw.org/reports/2006/
burundi0906. Accessed October 18, 2018. Published 2006.
3. Otremba M, Berland G, Amon JJ. Hospitals as debtor prisons. 
Lancet Glob Health. 2015;3(5):e253-254. doi:10.1016/s2214-
109x(15)70073-2
4. Castro A. In and out: user fees and other unfortunate events 
during hospital admission and discharge. Cad Saude Publica. 
2008;24(5):1174-1178. doi:10.1590/s0102-311x2008000500026
5. Mostert S, Njuguna F, Olbara G, et al. Corruption in health-care 
systems and its effect on cancer care in Africa. Lancet Oncol. 
2015;16(8):e394-404. doi:10.1016/s1470-2045(15)00163-1
6. Mostert S, Njuguna F, van der Burgt RHM, et al. Health-care 
providers’ perspectives on health-insurance access, waiving 
procedures, and hospital detention practices in Kenya. Pediatr 
Blood Cancer. 2018;65(8):e27221. doi:10.1002/pbc.27221
7. Save the Children UK. The Cost of Coping with Illness. 2005. http://
www.savethechildren.org.uk/resources/online-library/the-cost-of-
coping-with-illness. Published 2005.
8. United Nations. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. New 
York: United Nations; 2015. http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/. 
Accessed July 12, 2018.
9. Yates R, Brookes T, Whitaker E. Hospital Detentions for Non-
payment of Fees: A Denial of Rights and Dignity. Chatham: Centre 




10. Devakumar D, Yates R. Medical hostages: detention of women and 
babies in hospitals. Health Hum Rights. 2016;18(1):277-282.
11. United Nations Human Rights. Office of the High Commissioner. 
Human Rights by Country. United Nations; 2015. http://www.ohchr.
org/EN/Countries/Pages/HumanRightsintheWorld.aspx. Accessed 
February 12, 2018.
12. United Nations Human Rights. Office of the High Commissioner. 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Convention on 
the Rights of the Child. United Nations; 2018. http://www.ohchr.org/
EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages. Accessed February 12, 2018.
13. The World Bank. Countries and economies 2017. https://data.
worldbank.org/country. Accessed May 10, 2018.
14. CIA. The World Factbook 2017. http://www.cia.gov/library/
publications/the-world-factbook/geos/id.html. Accessed February 
12, 2018.
15. Tranparency International. Corruption Perception Index 2017. 
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2014/infographic/global. Accessed 
October 18, 2018.
16. World Health Organization (WHO). Global Health Expenditure 
Database. WHO; 2018. http://apps.who.int/nha/database/Select/
Indicators/en. Accessed October 18, 2018 
17. World Health Organization (WHO). Health Systems Strengthening: 
Out-of-pocket payment for health (% of current expenditure on 
health). http://apps.who.int/gho/portal/uhc-hss-cabinet-wrapper-v2.
jsp?id=1030203. Accessed July 31, 2018.
18. Cheng TM. The Taiwan Health Care System: International Health 
Care System Profiles 2014. https://international.commonwealthfund.
org/countries/taiwan/. Accessed August 31, 2018.
19. World Health Organization (WHO). Universal Health Coverage: 
World Health Organization UHC country data profile. http://apps.
who.int/gho/portal/uhc-country.jsp. Accessed September 1, 2018.
20. O’Connell T, Rasanathan K, Chopra M. What does universal health 
coverage mean? Lancet. 2014;383(9913):277-279. doi:10.1016/
s0140-6736(13)60955-1
21. Lagomarsino G, Garabrant A, Adyas A, Muga R, Otoo N. Moving 
towards universal health coverage: health insurance reforms in nine 
developing countries in Africa and Asia. Lancet. 2012;380(9845):933-
943. doi:10.1016/s0140-6736(12)61147-7
22. World Health Organization (WHO). What is universal health 
coverage? WHO; 2015. http://www.who.int/features/qa/universal_
health_coverage/en/. 
23. Reporters Without Borders. World Press Freedom Index 2018. 
https://rsf.org/en/ranking. Accessed May 10, 2018.
24. Mendoza L. Presos de hospitales y clínicas. Eju. July 8, 2013. http://
eju.tv/2013/07/presos-de-hospitales-y-clnicas/. Accessed May 18, 
2018.
25. Aguirre L. Denuncian retención de paciente por una deuda. La 
Razon.com. March 1, 2013. http://www.la-razon.com/sociedad/
Denuncian-retencion-paciente-deuda_0_1788421195.html. 
Accessed May 18, 2018.
26. Muniz J. No se cumple la ley que protege a los pacientes. 
Eldia.com. March 3, 2015. https://www.eldia.com.bo/index.
php?cat=1&pla=3&id_articulo=166534. Accessed May 18, 2018.
27. Cheng M. New mothers and babies often detained in Slovak 
hospitals. The Washington Times. December 10, 2018. https://www.
washingtontimes.com/news/2018/dec/10/new-mothers-and-babies-
often-detained-in-slovak-ho/. Accessed February 8, 2019.
28. Cheng M. In hospitals all over the world, patients are held hostage 
for cash. Times of Israel.com. October 25, 2108. https://www.
timesofisrael.com/in-hospitals-all-over-the-world-patients-held-
hostage-for-cash/. Accessed February 8, 2019.
29. Quedó retenido en un hospital por no pagar. La Nacion. March 3, 
2000. http://www.lanacion.com.ar/11130-quedo-retenido-en-un-
hospital-por-no-pagar. Accessed October 18, 2018.
30. Pacientes no pueden ser retenidos en hospitales, pero 
eventualmente pueden suscribir pagarés. Actualicese. November 
20, 2012. http://actualicese.com/conferencias/pacientes-no-
pueden-ser-retenidos-en-hospitales-pero-eventualmente-pueden-
suscribir-pagares/. Accessed October 18, 2018.
31. Secuestrado en un hospital. Asociación Sindical de Ecuadores del 
Municipio de Medellín en defensa de la educación pūblica. January 
17, 2013. https://www.asdem.org.co/index.php/noticias/salud/2633-
ique-hacer-si-usted-es-secuestrado-en-un-hospital. 
32. Hospital de Armenia retiene a pacientes hasta que paguen. El 
Tiempo. March 11, 2006. https://www.eltiempo.com/archivo/
documento/MAM-1944022. Accessed October 18, 2018.
33. Paciente retenido en un hospital por deuda. El Universo. November 
2, 2002. https://www.eluniverso.com/2002/11/02/0001/10/EF1A-
93454F3A4865BFE71DE2293B9F46.html. Accessed May 12, 
2018.
34. Avila JR. Paciente terminal, retenido. ABC Color. October 26, 
2014. http://www.abc.com.py/nacionales/denuncian-retencion-de-
paciente-terminal-1299813.html. Accessed May 12, 2018.
35. Hospital de Los Olivos retuvo cadáver de bebé por falta de pago, 
denuncian. RPP. December 5, 2009. https://rpp.pe/peru/actualidad/
hospital-de-los-olivos-retuvo-cadaver-de-bebe-por-falta-de-pago-
denuncian-noticia-227380. Accessed February 8, 2019.
36. Hospitales no pueden retener a pacientes por falta de pago. 
Defensia Del Pueblo. September 25, 2018. https://www.defensoria.
gob.pe/hospitales-no-pueden-retener-a-pacientes-por-falta-de-
pago/. Accessed February 5, 2019.
37. Ebegbulem S. Hospital hostage: Emilia needs N300,000 to go 
home…N600,000 for a new hand. Vanguard. March 7, 2011. http://
www.vanguardngr.com/2011/03/hospital-hostage-emilia-needs-
n300000-to-go-home-N600000-for-a-new-hand. Accessed May 12, 
2018.
38. After having her breast cut off, cancer patient escapes from 
Handayani et al
International Journal of Health Policy and Management, 2020, 9(8), 319–326324
Benin hospital over unpaid medical bill. Later events turn out a 





39. Frais d’hospitalisation au CNHU-HKM de Cotonou; des patients, pris 
en otage par le personnel soignant pour 600 FCFA. Les Pharaons. 
June 22, 2017. https://www.lespharaons.com/frais-dhospitalisation-
au-cnhu-hkm-de-cotonou-des-patients-pris-en-otage-par-le-
personnel-soignant-pour-6000-fcfa/. Accessed February 7, 2019. 
40. Kippenberg J, Sahokwasama JB, Amon JJ. Detention of insolvent 
patients in Burundian hospitals. Health Policy Plan 2008;23:14-23.




42. Niba FN. Detained in Cameroon’s hospitals. BBC News. November 
29, 2012. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-20417377. 
Accessed May 12, 2018.
43. Flavien JF. Hôpital Gynéco-Obstétrique de Yaoundé: Les Autres 
Patients Libérés, Mvodo Clementine Toujours. Cameroon info.net. 
September 12, 2012. http://www.cameroon-info.net/article/hopital-
gyneco-obstetrique-de-yaounde-les-autres-patients-liberes-mvodo-
clementine-toujours-otage-156345.html. Accessed February 7, 
2019.
44. Poulet M. Cameroun: des femmes ‘séquestrées’ à l’hôpital 
pendant un mois après leur accouchement faute de pouvoir 
payer leur hospitalisation. France 24. October 8, 2018, https://
observers.france24.com/fr/20180807-cameroun-yaounde-femmes-
sequestrees-hopital-payer-accouchement. Accessed February 7, 
2019.
45. Saha N. Cameroun : des corps abandonnés à la morgue de l’hôpital 
régional de Bamenda. Journal du Cameroun.com. September 24, 
2018. https://www.journalducameroun.com/cameroun-des-corps-
abandonnes-a-la-morgue-de-lhopital-regional-de-bamenda/. 
Accessed February 7, 2019.
46. Des milliers de patients dans le monde seraient retenus à l’hôpital 
pour défaut de paiement. 8e Etage. December 8, 2017. https://8e-
etage.fr/2017/12/08/rapport-des-milliers-de-patients-seraient-
retenus-contre-leur-gre-dans-des-hopitaux/. Accessed February 7, 
2019.
47. Shiner C. Patient ‘Imprisoned’ at Kinshasa Hospital. Pri.org. 
October 31, 2012. https://www.pri.org/stories/2012-10-31/patient-
imprisoned-kinshasa-hospital. Accessed April 11, 2018.
48. Phuati L. La Question De La Legalite De La Pratique De Retention 
Des Patients Insolvables Dans Les Hopitaux Et Centres De Sante 
en Republique Democratique Du Congo. Kongo central.com. 
April 17, 2013. http://www.kongocentral.co/jacquesmbadu-atou/
retention_patients_insolvables_par_lelo_evariste.html. Accessed 
February 3, 2019.
49. Esperance MA. DRC Hospital Holds New Mothers Until They 
Pay Delivery Costs. Global Press Journal. April 16, 2017. https://
globalpressjournal.com/africa/democratic-republic-of-congo/drc-
hospital-holds-new-mothers-pay-delivery-costs/. Accessed February 
3, 2019.
50. El Clinica La Paz De Bata Retiene Un Cadaver Hasta Que Se 
Pague La Deuda. Diario Rombe.es. June 29, 2014. http://www.
diariorombe.es/el-hospital-la-paz-de-malabo-retiene-un-cadaver-
hasta-que-se-pague-la-deuda/. Accessed October 18, 2018.
51. Gabon: Baby freed after hospital bill paid. BBC. February 13, 
2018. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-43051906. Accessed 
February 7, 2019.
52. Vodafone Rescues Detained Patients In Hospitals. Modernghana.com. 
February 17, 2014. http://www.modernghana.com/news/523702/1/
vodafone-rescues-detained-patients-in-hospitals.html. Accessed April 
12, 2018.
53. Suhum Government Hospital “detains” corpse. Modernghana.com. 
September 28, 2010. https://www.modernghana.com/news/298218/
suhum-government-hospital-detains-corpse.html. Accessed October 
18, 2018.
54. Togolese teenager detained over unpaid hospital bill. Modernghana.
com. March 2, 2005. https://www.modernghana.com/news/72893/
togolese-teenager-detained-over-unpaid-hospital-bill.html. 
Accessed April 12, 2018 
55. Migiro K. Kenyan women sue government for illegal detention in 




56. Amon J. Human Rights Watch. 2015. Dispatches: Stop Using 
Hospitals as Debtor Prisons. https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/04/14/
dispatches-stop-using-hospitals-debtor-prisons. Accessed April 12, 
2018.
57. Sanders E. In Kenya, patients held hostage to medical bills. Los 
Angeles TimesJune 28, 2009. http://articles.latimes.com/2009/
jun/28/world/fg-kenya-healthcare28. Accessed October 18, 2018.
58. Kenyan mothers too poor to pay for treatment locked up in hospital. 
The Guardian. August 13, 2009. https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2009/aug/13/kenya-maternity-poverty-detained-hospital. 
Accessed October 18, 2018.
59. Mwaura P. Hospitals can no longer hold patients hostage because 
they can’t pay bills. Daily Nation. December 21, 2012, https://www.
nation.co.ke/oped/opinion/440808-1649334-c04tutz/index.html. 
Accessed February 7, 2019.
60. Kanneh MF. Liberia: ‘We Detain Them’ - Catholic Hospital Holding 
Patients, Unable to Pay Bills, Hostage. AllAfrica. May 16, 2013. 
http://allafrica.com/stories/201305161413.html. Accessed April 12, 
2018.
61. Wiakanty S. ELWA Hospital Discharges ‘Hostage’ Baby Mother. 
Daily Observer. September 14, 2018. https://www.liberianobserver.
com/news/elwa-hospital-discharges-hostage-baby-mother/. 
Accessed February 8, 2019.
62. Lagos Hospital Detains Woman For More Than A Month Over 
Unpaid Bills. Sahara Reporters. September 20, 2015. http://
saharareporters.com/2015/09/20/lagos-hospital-detains-woman-
more-month-over-unpaid-bills. Accessed February 17, 2018.
63. Obinna C. Doctors react to alleged detention of patients in hospitals. 
Vanguard. May 21, 2013. https://www.vanguardngr.com/2013/05/
doctors-react-to-alleged-detention-of-patients-in-hospitals-2/. 
Accessed May 12, 2018.
64. Okonkwo K. Hospital Seizes 6 Corpses Of Victims Over Unpaid 
N13.5m Mortuary Bill. Online Nigeria. June 25, 2015. http://news2.
onlinenigeria.com/health/421588-hospital-seizes-6-corpses-of-
victims-over-unpaid-n13-5m-mortuary-bill.html. Accessed May 12, 
2018.
65. Johnson D. As Baby Leaves ‘Detention’… Parents were told child 
could be ‘detained’ over unpaid hospital bills. Vanguard. December 
17, 2017. https://www.vanguardngr.com/2017/12/baby-leaves-
detention-parents-told-child-detained-unpaid-hospital-bills-cmd/. 
Accesssed May 12, 2018.
66. Musoni E. Rwanda: MPs Question Minister On ‘Hospital 
Detention.’ AllAfrica. November 10, 2005. https://allafrica.com/
stories/200511140346.html. Accessed April 12, 2018.
67. Tumwebaze P. Help hospitals feed patients instead of delivering 
meals. The New Times. September 19, 2014. https://www.newtimes.
co.rw/section/read/181059. Accessed October 18, 2018.
68. Hôpital de Pikine: Des patients pris en otage pour défaut de 
paiement. Dakaractu. 27, 2013. https://www.dakaractu.com/Hopital-
de-Pikine-Des-patients-pris-en-otage-pour-defaut-de-paiement_
a44874.html. Accessed February 7, 2019.
69. Shumba P. SA detains foreign women, new born babies over 
hospital bills. Chronicle. July 25, 2015. http://www.chronicle.co.zw/
sa-detains-foreign-women-new-born-babies-over-hospital-bills/.
Accessed October 18, 2018.
70. Otremba M. When Doctors Become Creditors: The Detainment Of 
Impoverished Patients In Uganda. Essay And Documentary Film. 
Yale Medicine Thesis Digital Library. 2012. https://elischolar.library.
yale.edu/ymtdl/1750. Accessed October 18, 2018.
71. Otremba M, Berland G, Ostrow M. Twero: The Road to Health. 2012. 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2337588/.  Accessed October 18, 2018.
72. Wesaka A. Patient sues IHK over detention. Daily Monitor. 
September 2, 2016. http://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/
Patient-sues-hospital-over-detention/688334-3366736-mcky5pz/
Handayani et al
International Journal of Health Policy and Management, 2020, 9(8), 319–326 325
index.html. Accessed April 17, 2018.
73. Mambo E. Zimbabwe: Maternity Fees - Public Hospitals Continue 
to Detain Patients. AllAfrica. June 27, 2014. http://allafrica.com/
stories/201406271549.html. Accessed May 17, 2018.
74. Zimbabwe: Chitungwiza Hospital Detains Patient Over 
$500 Debt. AllAfrica. March 24, 2014. https://allafrica.com/
stories/201403250388.html. Accessed May 17, 2018.
75. Karimakwenda T. Family Blames Detention for Death of Cancer 
Patient. Zimbabwe Online News. April 23, 2014. http://nehandaradio.
com/2014/04/23/family-blames-detention-death-cancer-patient/. 
Accessed April 12, 2018.
76. Bangladesh: le corps d’un patient gardé en otage par un hôpital 
privé, pour défaut de paiement. Global Voices. October 6, 2014. 
https://fr.globalvoices.org/2014/10/06/175170/. Accessed February 
9, 2019.
77. Savar NH. Mother, newborn detained in Bangladesh hospital for a 
month for failing to clear dues. DhakaTribune. September 24, 2017. 
http://dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2017/09/24/enam-
medial-refuses-discharge-mother-newborn. Accessed February 8, 
2019.
78. Harris D. China Hostage Situations With a New Twist. China Law 
Blog. May 16, 2016. https://www.chinalawblog.com/2016/05/china-
hostage-situations-with-a-new-twist.html. Accessed October 18, 
2018.
79. Clarke D. Debt hostages. Chinese Law Prof Blog. April 27, 2010. 
http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/china_law_prof_blog/2010/04/
debt-hostages.html. Accessed October 18, 2018.
80. Dawson D. Hostage Taking Is China’s Small-Claims Court. Foreign 
Policy. August 8, 2017. https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/08/08/chinas-
police-think-hostages-arent-their-problem/. Accessed February 7, 
2019.
81. Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif to Help Family Stuck in India 
Hospital. Pakword.com. August 10, 2012. https://pakword.com/
mian-muhammad-nawaz-sharif-to-help-family-stuck-in-india-
hospital/. Accessed April 12, 2018.
82. Hospital ‘detains’ newborn as parents fail to pay bill. The Hindu. 
September 15, 2015. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/
other-states/hospital-detains-newborn-as-parents-fail-to-pay-bill/
article7653045.ece. Accessed April 17, 2018.
83. Hospitals Can’t Detain Patients Over Unpaid Bills, Each Citizen 
Must Know This: Bombay HC. News18. January 13, 2018. https://
www.news18.com/news/india/detaining-patients-for-unpaid-bills-
is-illegal-bombay-high-court-1630805.html. Accessed October 18, 
2018.
84. Kenyan Journalist Detained In India Over Hospital Bills. Ghetto 
Radio. March 29, 2018. https://www.ghettoradio.co.ke/kenyan-
journalist-detained-in-india-over-hospital-bills/. Accessed April 17, 
2018.
85. Chakraborty S. Hospital ‘holds body hostage’ over unpaid bill. The 
Telegraph. January 5, 2018. https://www.telegraphindia.com/states/
jharkhand/hospital-holds-body-hostage-over-unpaid-bill-198658. 
Accessed September 1, 2018.
86. Henschke R. Indonesian babies held hostage by unpaid midwives. 
BBC News. July 17, 2011. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-
asia-14021340. Accessed May 17, 2018.
87. East Java Hospital Accused of Taking Dead Newborn ‘Hostage’ 
Over Unpaid Bill. The Jakarta Globe. February 10, 2010. http://www.
thejakartaglobe.com/home/east-java-hospital-accused-of-taking-
dead-newborn-hostage-over-unpaid-bill. Accessed April 12, 2018.
88. Fidrus M. Hospital releases patient after he promises to pay medical 
bills. The Jakarta Post. October 4, 2004. http://www.accessmylibrary.
com/article-1G1-127424761/hospital-releases-patient-after-he-
promises-to-pay-medical-bills. Accessed April 17, 2018.
89. Ador NJG. Hospital holds baby hostage for unpaid bill. 
IndonesiaExpat. October 9, 2016. https://indonesiaexpat.biz/
featured/hospital-holds-baby-hostage-for-unpaid-bill/. Accessed 
February 8, 2019.
90. Patient’s Body Taken Hostage After Death In A Hospital. Ifmat. 
March 14, 2017. https://www.ifmat.org/news/patients-hostage-
death-hospital/. Accessed April 17, 2018.
91. Wasl Z Al. Lebanese hospital holds Syrian refugee woman and 
her newborn. en.zamanalwsl.net. December 19, 2017. http://
en.zamanalwsl.net/news/article/31782. Accessed May 12, 2018.
92. Wasl Z Al. After 8 days detention, Lebanese hospital frees Syrian 
newborn as costs covered. en.zamanalwsl.net. November 30, 2015. 
http://en.zamanalwsl.net/news/article/12766. 
93. Acosta P. Hospitals can’t detain bodies of deceased patients. 
The Manila Times. May 27, 2017. https://www.manilatimes.net/
hospitals-cant-detain-bodies-deceased-patients/329618/. Accessed 
February 7, 2019.
94. Andrade J. Court orders St.Luke’s hospital to present american 




95. Lasco G. Holding the dead hostage. Philippine Daily Inquirer. 
January 7, 2016. https://opinion.inquirer.net/91812/holding-the-
dead-hostage. Accessed February 8, 2019.
96. IPHO denies boy was ‘hostage’ at hospital. Philstar Global. September 
25, 2011. https://www.philstar.com/cebu-news/2011/09/25/730426/
ipho-denies-boy-was-hostage-hospital. Accessed April 12, 2018.
97. Alcantara SR. ‘Hostage’ baby is finally home. Philippine Daily 
Inquirer. December 4, 2011. https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/104923/
hostage-baby-is-finally-home. Accessed May 12, 2018.
98. Al-Amri S. Hospital holds baby hostage pending settlement of 
bills. Arab News. December 29, 2002. http://www.arabnews.com/
node/227057. Accessed August 1, 2018.
99. Patient detained at hospital for failing to pay bill. Arab News. January 
2, 2015. http://www.arabnews.com/saudi-arabia/news/683261. 
Accessed February 3, 2019.
100. Miller T. South Korean hospital won’t transfer American home until 
$40K bill is paid: reports. New York Daily News. August 28, 2013. 
http://www.nydailynews.com/life-style/health/south-korean-hospital-
won-transfer-american-home-40g-bill-paid-article-1.1438566. 
Accessed May 12, 2018.
101. Palin M. Australian tourist stuck in Thailand hospital with mounting 
medical bills. News.com.au. January 31, 2017. https://www.news.
com.au/travel/travel-updates/incidents/australian-tourist-stuck-in-
thailand-hospital-with-mounting-medical-bills/news-story/9c10529d
907fe76296f7728aca2ff477. Accessed February 9, 2019.
102. Ives M. Australian tourist stuck in Thai hospital after head-on collision, 




103. Matthew S. ‘They are holding my father to ransom’: Turkish 
hospital refuses to release body of British tourist until his family 
settle £25,000 bill for three days of intensive care treatment. Mail 
Online. September 5, 2015. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-3222859/They-holding-father-ransom-Turkish-hospital-
refuses-release-body-British-tourist-family-settle-25-000-bill-three-
days-intensive-care-treatment.html. Accessed May 17, 2018.
104. White S. British mother who gave birth prematurely in Turkey claims 
her baby was held ‘hostage’ by the hospital for three months over 
an unpaid medical bill after her travel insurer refused to pay up. 
Mail Online. November 29, 2017. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/
article-5129117/British-baby-held-hostage-Turkish-hospital.html. 
Accessed May 12, 2018.
105. Hospital holds baby hostage until parents pay £63000 medical 
bill. Express. April 19, 2017. https://www.express.co.uk/news/
world/793737/hospital-holds-baby-hostage-until-parents-pay-
medical-bill. Accessed May 12, 2018.
106. Smith A. Warning Do Not use Life Hospital, Burgas Warning. Lonely 




107. Birrell I. Babies held hostage for medical fees, porters as paramedics, 
£19 out of every £20 cut: A searing despatch from Athens’s blood-
soaked hospitals that shows why Greece is literally dying to leave 





International Journal of Health Policy and Management, 2020, 9(8), 319–326326
April 7, 2018.
108. Sager J. Hospital Refuses to Give Baby to Mom Until She Pays 
for C-Section. Cafemom. May 24, 2012. http://thestir.cafemom.com/
baby/138084/hospital_threatens_to_hold_baby. Accessed May 17, 
2018.
109. Hadjimatheou C. Greek hospitals tighten payment rules. BBC World. 
May 22, 2012. https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-18073793. 
Accessed May 12, 2018.
110. Open Society Foundation. 2013. Roma Health Rights in Macedonia, 
Romania, and Serbia: A Baseline for Legal Advocacy. https://www.
opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/roma-health-rights-
macedonia-romania-serbia-20130628.pdf. Accessed Apr 12, 2018.
111. Baby Held Hostage. Fixcas.com. February 12, 2007. http://fixcas.
com/cgi-bin/go.py?2007a.Feb12a. Accessed May 17, 2018.
112. Flores JC. Paciente es retenida por adeudo de medio millón de 
pesos en Puerta de Hierro. Colimanoticias. August 24, 2016, http://
www.colimanoticias.com/paciente-es-retenida-por-adeudo-de-
medio-millon-de-pesos-en-puerta-de-hierro/. 
113. Continua el secuestro de pacientes. LaPrensa. May 2016. http://
www.elperiodicolaprensa.com/2016/05/continua-el-secuestro-de-
pacientes-en.html. Accessed October 18, 2018.
114. Recien nacido haya sido retenido en plaza de la salud. Cachicha. 
July 2013. http://www.cachicha.com/2013/07/niegan-nino-recien-
nacido-haya-sido-retenido-en-plaza-de-la-salud/. Accessed May 
12, 2018.
115. Robertson M. Californian teacher who broke his neck in Ecuador 
says he’s being held until $35K hospital bill paid. Msn.com. January 
9, 2019, https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/calif-teacher-who-
broke-his-neck-in-ecuador-says-hes-being-held-until-35k-hospital-
bill-paid/ar-BBRZAZi. Accessed February 3, 2019.
116. No tenía para pagar curación y retuvieron a su hija en Hospital 
General. Zetatijuana.com. February 14, 2014. http://zetatijuana.
com/2014/02/14/no-tenia-para-pagar-curacion-y-retuvieron-a-su-
hija-en-hospital-general/. Accessed May 12, 2018 
117. Alvillar IL. Cobrarán a patrón deuda de paciente retenido 5 días 
por el HG. El Diario. March 10, 2014. http://diario.mx/Local/2014-
03-10_0d8c56cf/cobraran-a-patron-deuda-de-paciente-retenido-5-
dias-por-el-hg/. Accessed May 12, 2018.
118. Hospital bill has cancer victim stuck in Mexico. News 5. August 9, 
2012. http://edition.channel5belize.com/archives/74329. Accessed 
May 12, 2018.
119. Woman says hospital held her hostage. Mexico News Daily. May 
16, 2017. http://mexiconewsdaily.com/news/woman-says-hospital-
held-her-hostage-over-bill/. Accessed February 8, 2018.
120. Mexican hospital holding baby as ‘medical hostage’ until bill is paid, 
Indiana family claims. Tribun Media Wire. July 20, 2017. http://
wgntv.com/2017/07/20/mexican-hospital-holding-baby-as-medical-
hostage-until-bill-is-paid-indiana-family-claims/. Accessed May 12, 
2018.
